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Dear colleagues

Because | am the first time in the Arlis meetingg @o one other from our museum has taken a p#rese
meetings for a while, so | don’t know what to sépat, what has happened since the last time théngee
was held. Instead, | thought I tell a little about library in the Finnish museum of architecture.

Our library was in the concept of organisation winish architectural museum at the very beginnivigen
Mr. Alander, the founder and first director of tieiseum, was thinking the different functions in the
museum. Indeed, the library has been a real infiomaentre, when its collections started to grgw b
donations and acquisitions. One decisive donaterite Association of Finnish Architects, Safa, whic
gave its monograph collection to the museum in 187%@as after that the collection of the museunndiy
was large enough to be open to the public.

Today we have 8 different collections. The mainemtion is so called Fennica-collection, to which w
collect books and other material about Finnishiggcture, especially modern (from the latd’ t@ntury
onwards). Monographs consist of about 32 000 votuamel quite large collection of journals, someheiht
from the 18' century onwards.

One strength of the library is in information sees. We have received questions concerning arainiesats
theory and history, modern architecture and diffeegchitects, physical planning, environmentahplag,
landscape design, gardening, art and design, gunedtietween heaven and earth. To all these arehawge
classes in the bookshelves.

Other strength is that the library is a publicdity, not only a reference library inside the musetihere is a
municipal library quit near us, but they don’t eall so much architecture, because they know we
concentrate on that. They forward their customeisst Another architectural library is in the cocimen of
Helsinki Technical University, Department of Araiture. It is situated outside Helsinki, in Espoo,
Otaniemi. Many of its students of architecture @ueclients.

Part of our library collections are at the presenternet to be searched on our home sites. Rlisnto
continue the work and to move them also for momewpublic access in the future, that is to thenkan
union catalogues, which is common database to tsityeand other science libraries and public lilzsin
Finland.

One problem has grown especially difficult durihg two last years, namely the lack of financiabteses
for acquisitions. We get many donations, the latestfrom the end of the last year included ové&010
monographs, but these donations don't always cosgterior the newest literature selected by thadian
or asked by the customers.

Our museum is financed by the Ministry of Educatibhe museum library gets its share from the common
budget, which is divided between four departmente share is very little but fortunately we havepacial
donation, the Library Foundation, which gives titelimore space. Wider dissemination of informatén

this Library Foundation would enlarge the scopeanbut we don’t quite know how to do that, because
marketing the library is a field not very familiar us.

Here is my news at the moment, nice to see ydueatieeting!

Anna-Liisa Alho



